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And suddenly 
from heaven  

there came a sound  
like the rush  

of a violent wind,  
and it filled  

the entire house  
where they were sitting. 

Divided tongues,  
as of fire,  

appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested  

on each of them. 
     ~ Acts 2:2-3 

Pentecost 
Sunday, May 24 
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Food for Thought 

By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

Urban legend has it that in 1990 a woman entered a Haagen-Dazs in the Kansas City Plaza for an ice-
cream cone. While she was ordering another customer entered the store. She placed her order, turned and 
found herself staring face to face with Paul Newman. He was in town filming Mr. and Mrs. Bridge. His blue 
eyes made her knees buckle. She finished paying and quickly walked out of the store with her heart still 
pounding. Gaining her composure she suddenly realized she didn’t have her cone; she turned to go back in. 
At the door she met Paul Newman who was coming out. He said to her, “Are you looking for your ice-cream 
cone?” Unable to utter a word she nodded yes. “You put it in your purse with your change.” 

When was the last time the presence of God made you forget what was going on around you? Made you 
forget the dishes? Made you forget the ball game? Made you forget the bank account? Made you forget 
where...you put your ice cream cone?  It was the Westminster Catechism that stated years ago that the chief 
purpose of humanity is to glorify God and enjoy him forever. We were not created to please ourselves. We 
were made to please God. I don’t know where that’s more vividly expressed than when people gather in all 
sorts of places and circumstances to worship God and to celebrate God’s goodness among us. Certainly that 
was true of the early Church. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching. They were in awe and won-
der at the many things that God was doing in their midst. They broke bread together and they added daily 
those who were being saved. Learning the gospel truth, enjoying one another’s company, and worshiping 
together forge a compelling testimony to the presence of the risen Jesus. (see Acts 2:42-47) 

As we have been announcing on Sunday mornings, our upcoming Sanctuary Refurbishment and Renova-
tion Project will commence the week of May 11. Therefore, we will be worshiping in Fellowship Hall beginning 
Sunday, May 17 for approximately three months. The project will include a complete refurbishing of all the 
pews in the sanctuary, repainting the ceiling and new flooring and carpeting of the sanctuary and the installa-
tion of a new T-Loop system for the hearing impaired. Be assured that we have made arrangements to have 
adequate seating and accommodations for everyone in Fellowship Hall as we go through this renovation pro-
cess. We have also made arrangements with the Peragallo Organ Company who built our wonderful pipe or-
gan in 2011 to provide adequate protection for the pipes and organ console in the Sanctuary during this re-
construction. This first phase of our renovation project is expected to be completed around the middle of Au-
gust.  

While we worship in our temporary “sanctuary,” we will have an altar, a pulpit, a font and a cross. We 
worship by tradition. Tradition has fallen on bad times in recent years. I have worshiped in a couple of 
churches where a cross was not clearly visible. It is easy to make icons of traditions. We can worship the al-
tar instead of the Almighty, but I personally don’t want to go to a church where I can’t see a cross. As the 
famous hymn writer Isaac Watts wrote: “When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory 
died, my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.” I need to see a cross when I get 
to church. During these next three months we hope our congregation will be like the early Church and contin-
ue to come together week in and week out with joy and enthusiasm to learn the gospel truth, fellowship with 
one another, and worship the risen Lord.  

In genuine worship the choir and the preacher are the prompters. The actors and actresses include the 
whole congregation and the audience is God. The question is not did worship please me? The question is, did 
our worship please God? Perhaps I have gone to meddling, but if you come late, leave early, half-heartedly 
participate in the service, you might rightfully ask, “Was God pleased with my worship today?” Worship is a 
foretaste of glory divine! Mark Twain said, “If heaven is one endless choir rehearsal, he didn’t think he would 
bother to try out for it.” In heaven there does seem to be a whole lot of singing going on. Maybe that’s be-
cause there is a whole of lot of joy to go around. I don’t know about you, but every once in a while I could 
stand a little taste of heaven on earth. I need those moments when heaven breaks through in whatever place 
God provides for us to worship. That’s food for thought! 
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Mothers and Others 
Recently I was part of a discussion among clergy online about church celebration of 

Mother’s Day.  Many different viewpoints were expressed.  Some pastors find that the 
celebration of any “Hallmark Holiday” goes against their focus on the gospel.  Others 
love the chance to celebrate the women who have been part of their life and part of 
their church.  One single woman expressed that as an adult who has chosen to not have 
children, she finds the focus on motherhood to be offensive—there is so much more to 
women than just their reproductive choices.  For women who are trying to conceive but 
are unable to, Mother’s Day is a reminder of a great personal loss.   Women who have 
given children up for adoption may also share a silent pain.  The holiday may be difficult 
day for those who have lost their mothers to death, been estranged from their mothers, 
or whose mothers were abusive or neglectful.  And even though Father’s Day will hap-
pen next month, men may find their nurturing sides are less celebrated.   (Don’t get me 
started on trying to find a Father’s Day card that doesn’t include a reference to sports.) 

There is also a touch of hypocrisy in the American celebration of Mother’s Day.  We 
live in a society that idolizes “Good Moms”, but also isn’t particularly supportive of wom-
en with children.  Adequate maternal leave, flexible scheduling, breastfeeding support, 
affordable child care and excellent education are inaccessible for most, and mere 
dreams for many, particularly those who live below the poverty line.  Single moms in 
particular struggle to make ends meet and be the best parent they can be, while still 
carrying all the responsibilities of being head of a household.  Even moms who fit the 
traditional stay-at-home mold may find themselves in the midst of the “Mommy Wars”, 
being criticized for their choices.   

As a mother myself, I have to say I do personally enjoy celebrating Mother’s Day.  
Although I do always have to work (because I’m a pastor and the holiday is Sunday 
every year) I love the celebratory lunch or dinner, and the fact that my kids and hus-
band make or select cards and gifts.  My family does give their appreciation other times, 
but a lot of the time parenting is a thankless job, as many other parents can attest.   It’s 
nice to get some recognition.  And I have also been blessed with both a biological mom 
and a step-mom that I love and respect deeply.   

I believe we need to celebrate the gifts and graces of all the nurturing women in our 
lives.  We may not all be moms, but we all have moms.  For many of us, that includes 
our beloved biological mother.  For others, it may be a step-mom, mentor, aunt, grand-
mother or best friend.  Women can also acknowledge their own history of supporting 
others, whether or not those others are their children.  We can support mothers and 
others by being a voice for those who lack the resources to parent their children the 
way they would like.  Our actions should be compassionate and helpful for both parents 
and children in our community and our world and reflect our experience of Christian 
love.   

The truth is, when we experience unconditional love we are experiencing the shared 
love of God.  It may flow through another person or through our own hearts, but we are 
all mere reflectors of a love that is beyond our understanding.  That is why we cele-
brate.  Not just to make mom feel good, or remember mom, or even to have a nice 
lunch out.  We celebrate because in the love of a good Mom, or a good Dad, we learn 
just a little bit about the love of God.  And that is something worth celebrating. 

Blessings,  
Pastor Kay 
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UMW Book Club  
The next meeting of the UMW Book Club will be Monday, May 11 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Karen 

McPherson (3296 Reade’s Way, Williamsburg).  We will be reading and discussing 
Beaded Hope by Cathy Liggett (Education for Mission Category).  For more infor-
mation, contact Carol Brinkley (258-0617) or cpbrinkley@aol.com. 

In June we will read and discuss Not Just a One Night Stand:  Ministry with the 
Homeless by John Flowers & Karen Vannoy (Social Action Category).  Anytime is a 
great time to join the UMW Book Club.  All are welcome.  Come join us! 

UMW Hands on Mission Days  
Our UMW Hands on Mission Days this year are Wednesday, May 13, and Saturday, May 16.  

On Wednesday, we will meet at church at 8:00 a.m. for coffee and a prayer before heading out to serve at 
Avalon, Grove Christian Outreach Center, Habitat for Humanity ReStore, Heritage Humane Society, and Hos-
pice House, or staying at church for Respite Care, Housing Partnerships, and letter writing.  Our hours of mis-
sion service will be 9:00 a.m. and noon.  You may go directly to your mission site if you prefer, but please let 
me know you are doing so.   We will not meet back at church when we are finished.   

On Saturday, we will not meet at church but will go directly to our mission locations at Habitat for Hu-
manity ReStore, Heritage Humane Society, and Latisha’s House.  Our hours of mission service will be be-
tween 9:00 a.m. and noon.  We will not meet back at church when we are finished. 

Participating in Hands on Mission Days is a lot of fun and very rewarding.  Come and join us on one or 
both days.  I hope to see you.   Contact Bonnie Knizatko (253-0992) for questions or if you would like to sign 
up. 

2015 UMW Bazaar News  
 

Saturday, November 7 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

We are planning many exciting booths and ac-
tivities for the shopping pleasure of our church fam-
ily and friends and community.  In preparation, we 
are asking for your support by decluttering your at-
tic, garage, and house and bringing unwanted items 
to church during our collection days on:  

 Items may be brought to Room 305 on the sec-

ond floor between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 
2:00 p.m.   

 We will not be accepting 

linens, computer equip-
ment, VHS movies, elec-
tronic equipment, encyclopedias, or lug-
gage.   

 

 Furniture will not be accepted at this time, but 

will be at a later date.   
 

 Please be sure the items you bring are in 

good, clean condition and can be consid-
ered resalable. 

 

Questions?  Contact Bonnie Knizatko (253-0992). 

Proceeds from the Bazaar will go to 
both local and global missions. 

June 19 
July 17 
August 14 

September 11 
September 25 
October 9 

October 23  

mailto:cpbrinkley@aol.com
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Williamsburg United 
Methodist Women 

May 2015 – UMW Circle Meetings 

The Silver Saints (50-plus) will meet on 
Wednesday, May 13 at noon in Fellowship 
Hall.  Beth Chambers, curator of the W&M Herbari-
um will be our guest speaker.  Please bring a dish to 

share, $1.00 dona-
tion for the chicken 
and food items for 
FISH.  All are wel-
come!   
 

Questions?  Contact 
Loretta & Art 

Heezen (565-2518). 

Silver Saints Luncheon 

Please join us in welcoming these  
new members to our church. 

Ian Brickey (Regency at Longhill) 
 

LaQuita Caltabiano (Villages at Westminster) 
 

Shirley & Sandy Conklin (Adam’s Hunt) 
 

Barbara Glover (Jamestown Farms) 
 

Charlotte Litterer (Jamestown 1607) 
 

John & Fran McNeil (Waterford at Powhatan  
Secondary) 

 

Clyde & Julia Nordstrom (Graylin Woods) 
 

Edward & Debra Podish (Kristiansand) 
 

Sam & Heather Sprenkle (St George’s Hundred) 
 

Michael & Paula Sumrall (Grove Hill Estates) 
 

Brian & Laura Urban & Family (New Town) 

Olive Casey Circle  – Monday, May 4 at 9:30 a.m. 
in the church den.   
 

Clarke/Heritage Circle  – Tuesday, May 5 at 9:45 
a.m. in Room 309.   Our speaker will be Ron Hard-
man talking about Heart Haven.  We will have a 
brown bag lunch in the Fellowship Hall following our 
meeting. 
 

Jean Craig Circle  – Tuesday, May 5 at 1:30 p.m. 
at the Chambrel Activities Room.  Rev. Bill Jones will 
be speaking. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle  – Wednesday, May 6 at 
10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  Marilyn Johnson will be in 
charge of the program. 
 

Friendship Circle  – Monday, May 11 at 10:30 
a.m. in the church den.   The program will focus on 
the UMW emphasis of Human Trafficking, Poverty, 
and Racial Diversity. 
 

Carol Scott Circle  – Tuesday, May 12 at 1:00 
p.m. in the church den.   Debbie Lewis will present 
the program entitled, “Alaska’s Child and Family 
Services.” 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle  – Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 
p.m. in Room 309.  We will be assembling our 
Health Kits and be discussing our summer canning 
projects, summer socials and any bazaar updates. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle  – Tuesday, May 19 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Williamsburg Landing Main 
Building in the Auditorium (on the kitchen side).   
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

UMW Hands on Mission Days 
Wednesday, May 13 and Saturday, May 16 from 

8:00 a.m. to noon 
 

WUMW Board Meeting 
Monday, May 18 at 7:00 p.m. in 

Room 309 



 

6 

Save the 

Date! 
 

June 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
Pot Luck Dinner 

 

Covenant Missionary 
Clara Biswas (Cambodia) 
will be our guest at a pot 
luck dinner on June 10 in the Fellowship Hall.  You 
won’t want to miss her stories of working with the 
“poorest of the poor” through her work with the 
Berung Kok Methodist Church in Phnom Penh.  
Clara tries to improve living conditions, offer voca-
tional training, provide medical care, and provide 
education on human trafficking and domestic vio-
lence.  Her education program reaches more than 
620 students, offering them both education and 
Christian worship.  Clara’s extensive mission experi-
ence offers inspiration to all.  Please join us on June 
10.  

 

“To bring hope to the hopeless, bring light to those 
who are in the dark, bring Christ to the poor, and 

share the love of God.” (Luke 4:18-19)  
 

Global Outreach   

Our next breakfast of coffee and donuts will be 
held in Fellowship Hall on May 2 at 8:00 a.m.   
Costs $5 per person.  

Future Meeting Dates: 

 June 6 at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

 July 11 at 8:00 a.m. at the Capital Pancake 

House on Capital Landing Road (Please note lo-
cation change). 

 August 1 at 8:00 a.m. at the 

Capital Pancake House on 
Capital Landing Road 
(Please note location 
change). 

WUMC UMCOR  
Challenge . . . 

 

1,000 Health Kits by 
June 1 

 

Please join the Global Outreach Committee and 
the UMCOR Kit Committee as we help restock the 
UMCOR warehouse with needed health kits.  

 

WHO:  Our whole church family 
 

WHAT:   1000 health kits 
 

WHEN:  the month of May 
 

HOW:  Cards will be distributed after church 
services the first two Sundays in 
May.  After that, cards will be availa-
ble at Crossroads Tables on Sundays 
and the Connection Corner any day 
of the week.  Purchase what is listed 
on your card and return it to the 
church before June 1.  Place in 
marked bins in the atrium near the 
office. 

 

WHERE:  Assembly day will be June 6 from 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall.  Assembled kits will be 
transported to Conference in June. 

 

If shopping is not convenient for you and you 
would like to participate, you can donate funds by 
check or cash and the committee members will do 
the shopping.  Checks should be made out to 
WUMC with “UMCOR kits” on the memo line. 

Last year we sent 1,050 kits to UMCOR which 
was a record for us. We would like to beat that rec-
ord and send 1,100–1,200 kits to conference this 
year (health kits, school kits, birthing kits, and lay-
ette kits).  We will be joining Sunday School classes, 
WUMW Circles, the Youth, and other groups to get 
to this total.  

Thank you in 
advance for helping 
with this ambitious 
mission. 

 

Barbara Hamson 
Terri Morgan  
Peggy Hook 
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Support Respite Care  
during Give Local 757 

 

Respite Care of WUMC has 
registered for Give Local 757, 
part of the nationwide Give 
Local America, to raise aware-
ness and funds for this critical 
ministry in our hometown.  The 
24-hour fundraising event will 
be held from noon to noon 
on May 5-6, 2015.  We have 
a chance to receive thousands 
of dollars in donations that can be amplified with 
matching funds and prizes, to be used for scholarships, 
art and music supplies, and other enrichment programs 
for our members and their family caregivers!  This 
event brings together the entire community for 24 
hours to raise unrestricted funds for local nonprofits.   

Please go to www.givelocal757.org between 
noon on May 5 and noon on May 6, and donate to Res-
pite Care of Williamsburg United Methodist Church.  
The minimum donation is $10 and there is no maxi-
mum.  Donations can be made with a credit or debit 
card through the website below or with cash or check 
at any Langley Federal Credit Union location.  Gifts are 
100% tax-deductible. 

For more information, contact Carolyn Yowell (229-
1771 x354) or cyowell@williamsburgumc.org. 

Further Discussion on  
Homosexuality and the 

UMC 
After the recent Lenten series on homosexu-

ality and the United Methodist Church, where 
various aspects of the issue were discussed, a 
number of participants expressed interest in fur-
ther discussion, including conversation exploring 
possible ways to petition the 2016 General Con-
ference of the UMC.  For those interested, there 
will be an opportunity to engage in continued 
discussion at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 13, 
in the Church Den (1st Floor near Chapel).  Da-
vid Benedict, retired UMC minister, has offered 
to facilitate this discussion by offering options to 
those interested in expressing their views on 
constructive aspects of this social issue.  No 
need to sign up -- just come.  

For more information, contact David Bene-
dict (258-5893). 

Messy Church Volunteers are Awesome! 
On the second Tues-

day of each month from 
5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m., 
Messy Church takes 
place at Williamsburg 
UMC.  By now, many of 
you are familiar with 

Messy Church and its concept of providing worship 
for all ages through creativity, celebration and hos-
pitality.  Since we began Messy Church in January 
of this year, our attendance has averaged over 130 
people each month, well exceeding our initial expec-
tations.  How do you offer crafts, games, worship 
celebration, snacks and dinner to such a large group 
in just two hours?  The answer is:  “With many vol-
unteers!”  It is our amazing team of awesome vol-
unteers that makes Messy Church so successful!   

Some of our group are hands-on for the night of 
Messy Church.  Did you know this team can do a 
complete dinner set-up for 150 people in less than 
15 minutes?  Clean-up is also quickly accomplished 
by our tireless helpers. Other volunteers provide 
casseroles, brownies and cupcakes for our meals.  
We have the best homemade food in Williamsburg!  
Well over 100 people have volunteered their time 
since we began Messy Church.  Some have served 
every month while others help when they can.  The 
simple truth is our volunteers make Messy Church 
possible, so please consider joining our awesome 
team in any way you can by contacting Cindy Banek 
(229-1771) or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

http://www.givelocal757.org
mailto:cyowell@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org


 

8 

May is National Family month and in the 
church library food is on the table.  To wet your 
appetite, Denise offers reviews of several new 
additions to the menu. 

FINDING GOD IN A BAG OF GROCER-
IES tells the story of a food pantry run by Laura 
Lapins Willis.  Through her eyes you’ll get a 
glimpse into the lives of the people in her world 
who rely on the free bag of groceries she pro-
vides.  You’ll embark, as well, on Willis’ personal 
journey as she comes to define her mission life.   

Living as we do in a culture that often pulls 
us apart, we find Melodie M. Davis asking, 
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO DINNER?  In a 
book that is part cookbook, part reflection on 
the changing role of dinner in our culture and 
part a celebration of family and community, Da-
vis contrasts mealtime today with meals in her 
past.  Favorite family recipes are included and in 
our test kitchen, the whole wheat rolls were 
found to be quite tasty.   

In EAT WITH JOY, Rachel Marie Stone also 
provides recipes along with practical suggestions 
for joyful eating.  Acknowledging that for many 
their relationship with food is complicated, Stone 
reminds us that food is a gift from God.   

Now if all this talk about food is making you 
hungry for a snack, check out TOUGH COOK-
IES by Kathy Cloninger and John Wiley.  Here 
you’ll read about the 100-year history of the 
Girls Scouts and their famous cookie.  Bon Ap-
petite!!  

Cookies are on the menu in the children’s 
section as well.  Consider treating yourself to 
SUGAR COOKIES: SWEET LITTLE LESSONS 
ON LOVE or COOKIES: BITE-SIZE LIFE LES-
SONS.  Be sure to save room, though, for some 
CHICKEN SOUP FOR LITTLE SOULS, make a 
new friend with THE SANDWICH SWAP, dis-
cover where our food comes from in BEFORE 
WE EAT and for something quite different, 
check out CLOUDS FOR DINNER. 

 

“Some books are to be 
tasted, others to be  

swallowed, and some  
few to be chewed and 

digested.” 
   

— Francis Bacon 

Library News 

Williamsburg's 23rd  
Annual Summer Music 

Camp 
  

Williamsburg's 23rd annual Summer Music Camp will 
be July 13-17 here at our church.  This year, campers 
will prepare and present a musical 
about the prophet ELIJAH.  The 
camp is open to students currently 
in grades 1-7.   

For more information and a reg-
istration form, visit the church web-
site www.williamsburgumc.org 
or contact Terri Osborne, (220-
3647) or markterri@juno.com. 

Everest:  Conquering Challenges with  
God’s Mighty Power! 

This year we have a new schedule:  join us on Sun-
day, June 28 from 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. for our 
first day of VBS fun!  Then come back June 29 – July 
2 (Monday through Thursday) from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon in our usual time slot.  VBS is open to children 
ages 3-years-old to rising 6th grade.  Register now in 
the Atrium or Connection Corner.  Volunteers can sign–
up, too!  For more information, contact Cindy Banek 
(229-1771) or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

School 
Vacation Bible  

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:markterri@juno.com
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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If you ever have a moment, stop 
by our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about 
all the ministries and other activities that you 
or your family may be interested in joining!!  
We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something 
you see on our website, contact the church 
office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

“Trust me, I’m a . . .”  
 

Facebook 
told me this 
morning that I 
posted this im-
age on April 14 
last year along 
with the com-
ment “all being 
well this is 
where I’ll be 

this time tomorrow”.  On April 14 this year I’m sit-
ting in my office at WUMC writing this article.  To-
morrow evening I’ll be feeling a heck of a lot better 
than I did when I stepped off the plane after the 
bumpiest flight I’ve ever been on! 

I have to say that the flight was worth it!  God 
does at times move in mysterious ways, and the 
chain of events leading up to me moving were such 
that I had at times no other choice but to turn to 
God in prayer and simply say “I trust you.  I can’t 
see what’s going to happen, but I trust you.”  I was 
devastated, even though I knew it would come 
some day, when my last church told me they could 
no longer fund the youth director post.  At first I 
was uncertain about applying for the job here, after 
all, no one in England knew I was leaving at that 
stage! 

Now that I’m here I can look back at that jour-
ney of faith and say well and truly that God did 
know what he was doing.  His timing is perfect.  
This first year has been such a blessing in so many 
ways.  I’ve grown spiritually and personally, experi-
enced so many new things, learned new words (and 
hopefully taught a few as well!) and met wonderful 
people of all ages.  Yes, I spend a lot of time with 
our youth groups but there have been so many 
adults who have been supportive and encouraging 
along the way, thank you.  

None of us knows quite what life has in store for 
us in the future; there might be times of real bless-
ing or deep sorrow round the corner.  I’ve been 
through both over the last 4 or 5 years, and the 
same God has been there in both for me.  We might 
doubt and question Him at times, and occasionally 
“trust me” is the hardest answer to prayer to hear.  
I can safely say, from experience in both situations, 
when God says trust me, difficult though it can be, 
it’s worth it.  

Grace and peace as I look to the future here in 
Williamsburg, 

Andy Glascott, Youth Director 

Wesley Campus Ministry 
News!   

Our amazing semester is wrapping up this 
month, but there is plenty of ministry and mission 
left!  Operation Taco is May 1, where we provide 
300 tacos, 100 bean burritos, and lots of cool water 
on the last day of classes.  May 2 is our End of Year 
Celebration where we celebrate all the mission and 
ministry of the past year, as well as honor our sen-
iors.  On May 6 from 9:30 p.m. - 11:00 p.m., we'll 
have our Exam Break over at the Wesley Fellowship 
Hall, with the United Methodist Men making sure 
that the students will have plenty of fresh baked 
cookies and more to share!  We anticipate another 
great turn out of about 200 students, along with 
puppies!  Finally, our Costa Rica Mission Trip is May 
18-24, and we will be partnering with Costa Rica 
Mission Project to help with the building of their 
new ministry center to provide day care for single 
parent families, housing for impoverished women 
going to college, as well as continuing their building 
and repair of Methodist Churches throughout Costa 
Rica.  We greatly appreciate the continued partner-
ship and all the mission and ministry yet to come!  
 

Peace,  
Max Blalock 
William and Mary Wesley 
Campus Ministry 
(634-7406) 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
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Thank You  
Following A Portrait of the Living Last Supper I was blessed to hear of the ways our congregation and 

community were moved because of the drama held on Holy Thursday.  I have received many compliments 
because of the way the drama spoke to our hearts.  I would like (in my more human moments) to take full 
credit for this outcome, but I can’t. 

I am thrilled that many were blessed, but the truth of it is, I had a small part in making the evening hap-
pen.  Behind the scenes were many, many people who helped with logistics, costuming, make up, and last, 
but not least, the actors themselves!   

Many great thanks go to Donna Herman who is an impeccable organizer.  Her talents help me immense-
ly.  Donna has helped me all year in many ways, but especially with Messiah and A Portrait of the Living Last 
Supper.  Having Donna gives us a two-fer, in that her husband Bill does a lot of the heavy lifting (no pun in-
tended!).  I have been blessed to have the love and support of the Hermans this year! 

Then there is Mrs. Mera Hughes.  Mera sewed her fingers to the bone for our production and enlisted the 
help of Loretta Heezen.  Together their work made such a beautiful and realistic scene that felt as though Da 
Vinci’s painting was popping off the canvas before our eyes!  They labored hours and hours over those cos-
tumes, and it’s a good thing, because all I’ve ever really sewn is a wrap-around skirt in 7th grade Home Eco-
nomics class about 150 years ago.  Sewing is not a talent of mine. 

Donna found great help with several students from Wesley Foundation, including Cara Dost, Allison Hark-
ness, and Sadie Meadows.  These young ladies helped with wigs and make up.  I even heard that our own 
Pastor Bill was a surprise until the audience heard his voice.  Good job ladies!  Also helping were parents and 
youth from our church including Kim and Morgan Long and Angela Johnson who supported costuming, make 
up and wigs.  This was truly a multi-generational endeavor, and we were delighted to see everyone work to-
gether so well. 

And then there are the apostles themselves who rehearsed (seemingly endlessly) around their own busy 
schedules.  Our actors have day jobs, you know!  They were comprised of engineers, chemists, teachers, 
preachers, computer programmers, and the like.  When we were wondering if they would ever learn their 
lines, I told Donna, “There’s not a failure in the bunch, Donna!  They’re all professionals.  They won’t let us 
down!”  And they did not.  Thank you to Chris Hailey, Mike Johnson, Drew Alexander, Troy Rapp, Doug Bar-
ré, Reid Kyle, Andy Glascott, Bill Herman, Mike Weber, Bill Jones, Keith Potter, Max Blalock, and Lee Gibson.  
Donna called them giants for Jesus, because there were not many under 6 feet 3 inches tall.  They lived up 
to their name because they gave us a huge blessing. 

Troy Rapp also helped build the set, so not only did he have to learn his lines and work for his own con-
struction business, but he also used what extra time he had to build that amazing extension to our altar ta-
ble.  Jimmy McCarter also helped us mic all twelve of the speakers using as many imaginative ways as he 
could.  Many thanks to Jimmy!   

I pray I haven’t left anyone out.  If I have, it has not been intentional.  Thank you to all of the fine work 
of so many – including our staff who published the bulletin and cleaned up the many messes we made. 
(Nancy, William and LT!)  And the choir:  Oh, how we suffered in February’s snow, but you were absolutely 
lovely.  Thank you for the Saturday re-
hearsals, the late rehearsals and your faith-
fulness! 

It has almost been a year for me at 
WUMC!  I wonder what great things God 
has in store for the coming year.  God has 
proven to be my greatest help in every 
trouble I have ever faced.  I hope the little 
that I do brings blessing to Jesus Christ and 
to our church family.  To God be all glory! 

 

Lou-Anne Smith 
Director of Music Ministries 
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Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of those who have passed away during 
the month of April: 

Iris Castillo, Respite Member  

Marian Hoyle, Respite Member 

William Kinard 

Are You Continuing to Pray? 
The ACTS model for praying may be helpful to 

learn how to pray.  ACTS stands for Adoration, Con-
fession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication. 

1. ADORATION means worship.  You are encour-

aged to begin your time of prayer by adoring and 
praising God.  Consider the big picture of who 
God is as your Creator and provider.  God de-
lights in your praises! 

2. CONFESSION, the next component, means 

admitting to God the things that you have done 
wrong and the hurt those things have caused.  
When you confess your sins, you receive God’s 
cleansing and this helps to remove any barrier in 
your communication with Him.  (read I John 1:9) 

3. THANKSGIVING basically means being grate-

ful to God.  Thank the Lord for the love, protec-
tion, provision and other blessings you enjoy in 
life. 

4. SUPPLICATION is the final component, and 

this means praying for your needs and for the 
needs of others, such as family, friends, mem-
bers of your church and its leaders, government 
leaders, and persecuted Christians around the 
world.  You may want to pray for such things as 
God’s guidance, wisdom and op-
portunities to serve. 

Keep in mind that the ACTS 
model serves as a guide to help 
you.  It is not a rigid formula to 
follow.  The important thing is 
that you spend time talking to 
God every day.  Your day and 
your life will be much better! 

For more information about our Prayer Ministry, 
contact Cindy Banek (229-1771) or 
cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Mary Kathryn “Kay” Nordeman, 
Mother of Curt Nordeman 

Mary Radoye 

Graduates 
Let us know if your child is 

graduating from high school 
or college.  Please fill in the 
form below and return to 
the Church Office.   

 

High School Graduate: 

Name:   

 

  
 

Name of High School:   

 

  
 

Name of College:   

 

  

 

College Graduate: 

Name:   

 

  
 

Name of College:   

 

  
 

Type of Degree or Major:   

 

  

 

  

Joan Trainor 

Rosellen Via 

mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

A Prayer for Memorial Day 
 

Almighty God, for those who have sacrificed themselves 
and given their lives for the sake of others, 
 we lift up our thankful hearts. 
 

For the dear friends and family members whose faces 
we see no more, but whose love is with us forever, 
 we lift up our thankful hearts. 
 

We hold them in continual remembrance, and ever 
think of them with you, in that city whose gates are not 
shut by day and where there is not night. 
 

O Lord, save your people and bless their heritage. 
   

Amen. 

— Based on words by John Hunter,  
Scotland, 20th Cent. 

For Those Who Have Served 
Or Are Serving Now . . . 

 

We Thank You. 


